eaim

globe inating from
Bangkok ang tockholm, met
in year 2000 o ve-aboard diving vessel by
the Similan Islands outside southern Thailand.
A few years later, after travelling the world
together and taking various aspects of life int
consideration, they decided to make Surin
Beach Phuket their new home. Since 4 years
back they now act as managing partners at
the property brokerage firm Home2Thailand
Exclusive Real Estate.

eet Robert Akerblom and ~ The Worldts Our Oyster
Sukanda Chiaranussati It was their shared interest in diving,
who have been able that brought Robert Akerblom and

move and spent considerable time in
Thailand and Singapore researching
and preparing for their move to

to combine living on
a beautiful tropical island with the
jobs of their dreams. They claim
their working life is not how one
traditionally might consider work, but
more as a way of life, though they
still take their professional roles very
seriously. They are confronted daily
by new situations, meet interesting
clients and assist them in making
their dreams come true. Could life be
better?

Sukanda Chiaranussati together. Back

then Robert was based in Gothenburg,

Sweden, and Sukanda was based in
London, UK.

By 2002 both had ended their
contracts as consultants. They said
“the world is our oyster, let’s see
what suitable locations for quality life
and work it has to offer”.

After a year travelling around the
world they settled down in Sweden
for two years prior to the eventual

Phuket, which was their final choice.

“Already back in 2002 Phuket was
in our view changing quite rapidly.

We felt that there was a growing
interest and understood that numerous
persons seemed to consider the island
a suitable location for investment or
retirement.”

Robert, who after studies in
construction engineering and virtual
reality had held positions within Harley
Davidson Scandinavia, Volvo Cars

projec
frequen

manufacturing. J

Their joint decision to move ¥
Thailand was based on a number of
factors.

“Both of us have always
been interestéd in real estate and
architecture. Currently real estate
brokerage is the main focus of our
firm but we are actively working in

the direction of a role as a developer,”

says his partner.

and quallty
.our customers

cautious about mvestlng, buyers also

have concerns if developers will be
- able to complete their projects. Since

this is an all cash market we’re in a

Catch 22; if smaller or under financed
~ developers are not fortunate with their
the completion of already initiated sales there is a risk that the projects
projects. They are in many cases will not be completed,” Sukanda
adopting a wait-and-see position.” explains.

“Projects are still launching but
mainly in the low to mid-end market
-

“Since the stan.'-of the economlc s
turmoil developers have been more

reluctant to launch or re-scheduled




