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Opening 
the Doors
By Rikke Bjerge Johansen 

On the lovely evening of the Thai celebration 
of Loy Krathong the 12th of November, the 
Swedish Ambassador to Thailand H.E. Mr. 
Lennart Linnér and his wife Marie opened the 

doors to their beautiful private residence in Bangkok. 
 The main reason for having the event was the newly 
opening of the fi rst Swedish Trade Council offi ce in 
Bangkok, run by Head of Offi ce Hakan Nylander and 
Ongarch Phatanachinda. The guests were a mix of 80-
100 people, mainly Swedes, related to Swedish business 
in Asia. A special guest was joining all the way from 
Sweden, Ulf Berg, President and CEO of the Swedish 
Trade Council.  In the welcome speech held by the 
Ambassador H.E. Mr. Lennart Linnér, he started up by 
explaining why Thailand is so important back home. 
 “Thailand is the number one tourist destination for 
Sweden, including Europe,” the Ambassador said.  
 He told how pleased he was that the President was 
joining the night’s event and emphasized how important 
it is for the Swedish business to work together, including 
the Swedish Embassy and the Swedish Trade Council. 
 “If we can combine our forces we can do well,” the 
Ambassador explained and added that it especially has 
become necessary to collaborate doing the economical 
crisis which has also hit Thailand. 
 “It requires patience but we are here for the long haul 
and we have a terrifi c collaboration with the Swedish 
council,” Mr. Lennart Linnér explained.  
 Also Ulf Berg, President and CEO of the Swedish 
Trade Council said a few welcoming words and told how 
important it is for Sweden to grow international and also 
use Thailand for outsourcing Swedish business. 
 “I think we can do much more now we are here. I 
really hope we can do even more business together,” he 
said.
 Then he fi nished by thanking the Ambassador and his 
wife Marie for hosting the event and declared the new 
Trade Council offi ce in Bangkok for open.  

From left at the opening reception is the 
Ambassador H.E. Mr. Lennart Linnér, 

Ms. Charlotte Rylme, Head of Swedish Trade 
Council ASEAN, Ulf Berg, President and 

CEO of the Swedish Trade Council, Mr. 
Ongarch Phatanachinda and Head of 

Thailand Office Mr Hakan Nylander.


