
come and go. It is also important to 
make sure the land is transferred to a 
juristic person and is legally safe and 
secure,” he says. 
 He can’t emphasize enough how 
important location and quality of the 
property. 
 “Many Scandinavians invest 
in something they haven’t seen in 
person. It then turns out they have 
bought a condo in a remote area far 
from everything and where you need 
to buy a car to get to the nearest 
7/11. You will never be able to rent 
out or sell that condo to anyone and 
you will lose money,” he says.
 “The quality of the unit you invest 
in is the Alpha and Omega. 
In Norway, and it goes for 
the whole of Scandinavia, 
we have a certain standard 
that we need to uphold in 
order to legally proceed 
with the construction. In 
Thailand you don’t have 
that same high standards 
and affect many properties 
because they go for the 
cheap options instead of 
quality. Once, I saw an older 
man cut himself very badly 
on a veranda door. It was a 
cheap door that looked ok 
but probably cost less than 
2,000 baht and the glass 

was not tempered like it has to be 
at home. There are a lot of problems 
with pipes leaking in many condos 
because they don’t put pipes inside 
pipes, which is a normal building 
technique in Norway. Or the walls 
are not thick so you can hear your 
neighbour going to the toilet. More 
worrying is the fact that a lot of 
projects use illegal workers who cost 
20 per cent less and are not insured. It 
is exploitation of poor people and they 
are not quali Þ ed to build”.
 ‘The Beach’ is targeted directly 
toward Scandinavian buyers and 
the standard is therefore follows the 
Scandinavian norms. 

Sponsoring the Swedish Property 
guideline project is also a way for 
Arne Hvidsten to signal that they 
follow the rules.
 “For us it is very important to tell 
our buyers that everything is legal. 
We are helping our customers with 
everything and store every document 
in each case so we can always track 
every move. With us customers are 
guaranteed a condo that satis Þ es the 
Scandinavian quality and regulation 
requirements in a prime location 
and with a sea view. It is a safe 
investment and I feel sorry for our 
competitors,” Arne says with a smile. 

The Beach project: 
• One of the biggest 

property projects in Asia 
right on Jomtien beach 
front with guaranteed sea 
view.   

• Consists of two towers 
with 50 and 60 ß oors 
respectively. The towers 
will be connected by a 
sky bridge on the 50th 
ß oor.

• The project has 605 
units, around 200 which 
are already sold – mainly 
to Scandinavian investors.

• Expected completion in 
second half of 2011.

• Facilities include a 
shopping mall, hotel 
and wellness centre 
that offers its residents 
medical services, dental 
and nursing care.

• From 28 m2 studios up 
to 460 m2 double storey 
duplex units. Price start at 
75,000 Thai bath (around 
12,500 NOK) per m2. 


