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Although local politics have again 
been making headlines, the impact 
on the economy from this, domes-

tic inflationary concerns and global trends 
– including the price of oil – have become a 
major concern for businesses in Thailand. 
Some economic commentators have sug-
gested we may be in for tighter times for 
the rest of the year – perhaps longer. Aust-
Cham is aware of this and we will continue 
to strive to deliver good value to members.

This month we welcome Paul Grigson, 
Australia’s new Ambassador to Thailand. 
Mr Grigson is a senior career officer with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, and his previous overseas postings 
include having served as Ambassador 
in Rangoon (2003-04), Chief Negotiator, 
Peace Monitoring Group in Bougainville 
(2000) and Deputy Head of Mission in 
Phnom Penh (1993-95). We wish him and 
his family all the best with the new role.

The Chamber had another good month 
with key events including a very well at-
tended Commonwealth Sundowners. 
Many thanks to our sponsors, Raimon 
Land and The Sukhothai, as well as to 
all those Chambers and members who 
supported us. We held our traditional 
Big-Backyard Barbie at NIST which again 
proved to be a hit, particularly for those 
members with children. We capped off the 
month with a wonderful farewell luncheon 
for our Ambassador, His Excellency Bill 
Paterson, and his wife Helen, giving the 
Chamber and its members an opportunity 
to thank the Patersons for the fantastic 
support they have provided us.

We also held our third annual charity golf 
tournament on the Eastern Seaboard; this 
was once again a tremendous success 
with a full field turnout and it will allow us to 
make a significant donation to the Camil-
lian Centre near Rayong. Sincere thanks 
go to ESB Coordinator Paul Wilkinson 
for his marvelous efforts in organising the 
day. Please see next month’s Advance for 
photos from this event.

Earlier this year the Chamber commis-
sioned a wide-ranging members’ survey 
to get their views on the Chamber and 
the services it provides. The results were 
overwhelmingly positive with very good 
feedback about our social and business 
networking functions (particularly Sun-
downers) as well as other areas such as 
our community services program. Your 
comments about looking to the Chamber 
for more business matching, information, 
and lobbying have been noted and we will 
work to improve our services in these ar-
eas. A summary of the results is available 
to members via our website. As always, if 
you have any suggestions on how we can 
improve, please let us know.

On behalf of the AustCham Directors, best 
wishes for your business success. 
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